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Chapter 24 Appendix

Eight Views of Baptism

Evangelizology

Infant baptism represents the unconsciousness and insensibility of the person presumably receiving that
baptismal grace through the proxy faith of a third party, parent, priest, or pastor; the effectiveness of the
baptismal water is rendered valid by virtue of the prayer of this or another third party, presumably
infusing the water with the Holy Spirit, which provides sacramental power—not unlimited Holy Spirit
power, but limited in what it represents:
1. A physical substance endued with the Holy Spirit power was argued to be a Christological mystery;
2. While saving faith has no limits, the spiritual efficacy of the sacrament is supposed to be limited by

that which it represents.

In contrast, believers baptism requires a prior profession of faith, based on the prayer of the person who
receives the grace of salvation thereby; baptism is only an outward symbol of the regeneration that has
already taken place.
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1233Amazingly, this sacramental view, by its very nature, leads to a dualistic view of the material world: some physical
objects are holy objects and others are not. Those who did not believe in this dualism of physical objects were themselves called
“dualistic,” in that they were framed to believe that physical objects could not be holy, only spiritual objects could be holy (thus the
material world was evil by negation). In the first 1500 years of the church, the names Manichean and Docetic were applied to those
people who felt that Holy Spirit power impacted the soul directly by the unseen filling from above (John 3:8). These latter folks were
archheretics, as they did not believe in the sacraments as taught by both major territorial churches!
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be crowned. ...
But if anyone is
of the contrary

opinion, let him
be

anathema. 1234

is, when the Word is
joined to the element
or natural substance,
it becomes a
Sacrament, that is, a
holy and divine matter
and sign. ...

“Here you see again
how highly and
precious we should
esteem Baptism,
because in it we
obtain such an
unspeakable
treasure, which also
indicates sufficiently
that it cannot be
ordinary mere water.
For mere water could
not do such a thing,
but the Word does it,
and (as said above)
the fact that the name
of God is
comprehended
therein. But where the
name of God is, there
must be also life and
salvation, that it may
indeed be called a
divine, blessed,
fruitful, and gracious
water; for by the
Word such power is
imparted to Baptism
that it is a laver of
regeneration, as St.
Paul also calls it,
Titus 3:5."12%5

and mark by
which we
profess our
religion before
men, in the
same way as
soldiers attest
their
profession by
bearing the
insignia of their
commander,
having not
attended to
what was the
principal thing
in baptism;
and this is, that
we are to
receive itin
connection
with the
promise, “He
that believeth
and is baptised
shall be saved”
(Mark 16:16).”

can be
regenerated or
saved without it,
or that all that are
baptized are
undoubtedly
regenerated.

VI. The efficacy
of baptism is not.
tied to that
moment of time
wherein it is
administered;
yet,

by the right use
of this ordinance,
the grace
promised is not
only offered, but
really exhibited
and conferred by
the Holy Ghost,
to such (whether
of age or infants)

as that grace

belongeth unto,
according to the

counsel of God's
own will, in his
appointed time.
VII. The
sacrament of
Baptism is but
once to be
administered to
any person.

repented of their
sins, and that
have been
intelligently
immersed into his
death, have the
full and explicit
testimony of God,
assuring them of
pardon. To such
only as are truly
penitent, dare we
say, “Arise and
be baptized, and
wash away your
sins, calling upon
the name of the
Lord,” and to
such only can we
say with
assurance, “You
are washed, you
are justified, you
are sanctified in
the name of the
Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of
God.” But let the
reader examine
with care our
special essay on
the Remission of
Sins, in which
this much-
debated subject
is discussed at
considerable
length. 1236

determined to
confess openly
and publicly the
faith and name of
Jesus Christ.
Also he has
promised to live
henceforth
according to the
Word of Christ,
but that not in
human strength,
lest the same
thing befall him
that befell Peter.
Without me ye
can do nothing,
says Christ, but
in the power of
God the Father,
and the Son, and
the Holy Ghost.
Man must, by
word and deed,
confess and
magnify the
name and praise
of Christ, so that
others through us
may become holy
and blessed. Just
as we, through
others who have
preached Christ
to us, have come
to faith, and that
the kingdom of
Christ may be
increased. 1237
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